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Die Erkrankungen des Nervensystems na«h Unfallen, mit beson'- 
derer Berucksichtigtjng ber Untersuchung und Begutach- 
tung. Von Privatdocent Dr. Heinrich Sachs und Dr. C. S. Freund, 
Nervenarzte in Breslau. Mit 20 Abbildungen im Text. Berlin 
W., 1899. Pp. 581. 

It has been 6aid with justice that it is more difficult to write an 
acceptable short book than an equally acceptable long 'one; The authors 
of the volume before us have made no effort at condensation, and the 
result is a somewhat tedious treatise of over 550 pages on a well-worn 
subject. One’s feeling grows stronger with each page read that if there 
were fewer words and less unnecessary detail regarding matters known 
to every intelligent physician, the book would gain materially in force 
and usefulness. The hope is expressed in the preface that the book 
may be of use to the general practitioner of medicine, who may be called 
upon to give expert testimony in accident cases, as well as to the more 
accomplished neurologist. To this end many matters are introduced in 
the text which would not otherwise find a place, as, for example, de¬ 
tails relating to the anatomy and physiology of the nervous system, and 
methods of examination. This aim, so often attempted, of reaching two 
classes of readers widely separated in their medical training, is not, in 
this volume, satisfactorily attained. The specialist, in his search for 
fundamental principles, is annoyed by a mass of perfectly commonplace 
and to him self-evident details, whereas the so-called general practi¬ 
tioner would certainly not go to so ponderous a book for aid in the 
formation of his opinion. It is to be regretted, therefore, that the 
book was not written with the avowed purpose of appealing to experts; 
in that case, we should no doubt have had a briefer and more readable 
treatise. 

The authors write on the basis of a large experience and matured 
judgment in dealing with this always difficult class of legal cases; in 
all, they have made observations in approximately 30,000 cases following 
accident, certainly a sufficient number upon which to base conclusions 
of moment. As we have already indicated, not only is the general sub¬ 
ject covered, but numerous collateral matters are introduced, which ex¬ 
tend the scope of the book to a considerable degree. The views of the 
authors are in accord with the weight of present opinion regarding the 
nature of the neuroses following accident. They take the conservative 
ground regarding simulation which must now be regarded as established, 
and which they express as follows: “Eine absolut reine Simulation bei 
ganz gesunden Menschen ist etwas ausserst Seltenes” (an absolutely 
pure simulation in perfectly normal persons is exceedingly rare). 

Regarding terminology, the phrase, “traumatic neurosis,” is con¬ 
spicuous by its absence. The authors believe it a dangerous because a 
convenient term, and are urgent that when we are ignorant of the 
exact diagnosis in a given case we should use a circumlocution rather 
than employ the easy method of terming it a “traumatic neurosis.” 
This explanation is made with a certain apology to Oppenheim and a 
recognition of his services in the investigation of the various morbid 
conditions included under that name. Sixty-nine cases are cited in con¬ 
siderable detail, illustrative of the various predominant forms in which 
the accident neuroses may manifest themselves. This is certainly a 
practical and valuable portion of the book. Throughout the text there 
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is a complete avoidance of references, either by means of foot notes, or 
by numbered index references. There is, however, an index of the 
literature appended independently, which fills about ten pages of small 
type. In spite of this seeming completeness one is immediately struck 
with the almost entire neglect of the English and American literature. 
In fact, so far as we are able to see, no reference whatever is made to 
any work on the neuroses following accident, excepting to a German 
translation of Page. In consideration of the evident character of the 
book as a complete exposition of the subject under consideration, and 
in view of the fact that so portentous an array of references has been 
collected, we find that such an omission is not to be lightly excused. 

E. W. Taylor. 
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98 La polyn£vritesyphilitique (Syphilitic Polyneuritis. R. Ces- 
tan (Nouvelle Iconographie de la Salpetriere, 13, 1900, p. 153). 

A study of two cases of syphilitic polyneuritis and a consideration 
of eleven other cases found in literature form the basis of this article 
by R. Cestan. Some of the cases found in literature are open to the 
criticism that, on account of the prolonged use of mercury, the poly¬ 
neuritis may be due to that agent and not to the syphilis. Those cases 
only should be regarded as purely syphilitic in origin in which the 
polyneuritis has appeared shortly after the initial lesion or before 
mercury has been given in great quantities. In this way the number 
of cases of undoubted syphilitic polyneuritis are very few. The dis¬ 
ease appears in three forms, motor, sensori-motor, and pseudo-tabetic. 
All the cases hitherto reported, including those of the author, have a 
favorable prognosis. The 'condition never runs a rapid ascending 
course. It develops sometimes as a slowing ascending form or as a 
disseminated form, never being accompanied by psychical symptoms. 
The facial nerves do not seem easily affected by the process. As in 
other forms of polyneuritis, the differential diagnosis must be made 
from central lesions of the cord due to syphilis, acute myelitis, polio¬ 
myelitis, etc. The diagnosis is made by exclusion and by the favorable 
effect upon the neuritis of antisyphilitic treatment. Schwab. 



